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Dear Parent/Carer, 

We have had a lovely first month back all together as a whole school community. The new children have settled 

in well. We have had not only several children join us across the school but our largest cohort of children joining 

us within Reception for a number of years. 

All children have returned well and adapted to the changes within school happily and I have been impressed with 

their positive and sensible attitude to our new routines. 

We have an extremely rigorous risk assessment that we follow and monitor weekly. This is carried out by myself 

and our local Health and Safety team. I would like to say a big thank you for all your support in following our 

requests to ensure that we can try and keep everyone safe for as long as possible. Thank you for wearing masks 

on the playground or waiting outside of school to pick up your child. We know it is an inconvenience but as you 

are aware maintaining social distance on the playground is difficult and we want to keep everyone as safe as 

possible. I have shared our positive experience with other Head teachers within the area and I know that other 

schools are now starting to follow our lead. I am pleased that we are able to offer a choice of hot dinners.  Sodexo 

our catering company have worked alongside us to enable this to happen in a safe manner and because of 

certain restrictions we are having to offer just a weekly menu. The menu was designed by the children who 

attended school before the summer and they told us which meals they wanted to see on it. We continue to speak 

to Sodexo weekly and will look at how we can improve the provision whilst dealing with restrictions due to the 

pandemic. 

  If in the unfortunate circumstances we do have a positive test within our community, this could be staff, pupils or 

parents, we have a strict flowchart to follow and have to adhere to Public Health England’s advice. We will 

endeavour to communicate as effectively and as quickly as we can with you if need be. 

The staff are working incredibly hard ensuring the environment is a Covid secure as it can be, that bubbles do not 

mix, social distancing happens where it can, as well as teaching the full curriculum in school and looking at a 

curriculum that can be taught online if we go back into lockdown etc. At the present moment we are looking at 

whether it is possible to carry out live lessons on Teams especially with our Year 4 pupils and upwards. 

Away from all the Covid news, our children, across all year groups, have started work on their new theme 

Globetrotting. Children in the Woodlands unit are studying ‘Here I Am,’ Year 1 and 2 are doing ‘Join Me On A 

Journey,’  Year 3 and 4 ,’Bella Italia,’ and Year 5 and 6  ‘Changing China.’  We are aware that children may have 

missed learning opportunities during the summer term, therefore we have implemented a catch up curriculum as 

well as continuing to study a range of subjects across the new theme. Every child will also have knowledge 

organisers for their topic and these will be shared with you shortly. This will help you understand what they are 

learning in each subject. 

I am delighted to say that the farm animals have returned to our community and they are bringing us joy and 

making us laugh every day. At the moment we have sheep, goats, quails, hens, guinea pigs and rabbits on site. 

The Pantry continues to support our community and is open on a Wednesday and Friday morning 9am to 11am. 

We are in constant discussion with charities and supermarkets to enhance our community provision as much as 

possible. Due to the current situation things are moving a little slower than we would have liked but we are looking 

at setting up a small café so parents can pop in for a coffee and chat and we are also looking at providing a base 

for youth workers who would like to work within the community. 

Even in these difficult and challenging times, with your continued support and encouragement, Parkwood continues 

to look at innovative ways to move forward and provide a creative and inspirational education to your children. 

Thank you 

Mrs T. Norriss (Principal) 
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