
Friday 29th January 
 

Prediction 
What do you think a poem titled “A Four Year 
Old’s Winter Lament” will be about? 
You don’t need to write this answer down. 
 

Read the whole poem. If you are unsure of the 
meaning of any words, you can clarify them on the 
internet. 
Think about these questions as you read the text. 
①The poem is titled “Lament”. This tells us the 

mood of the poem. Which of these best defines a 
lament? 

a happy song or poem OR a sad song or poem 
②Find and write the rhyming words in verse 1. 

③List the winter activities mentioned in this poem. 

④Roughly, how many years older than the four 

year old is her brother? 
⑤What is her brother telling her about in verse 4? 

⑥Why has this four year old never had the snow 

fun their brother has had?  
⑦Why does the four year old think she’ll never 
have fun in the snow? 



A Four Year Old’s Winter Lament 
 

I find it unfair 
That I’ve had my share 
Of weather that’s windy and blows. 
Bit I must take exception, 
That I’m in Reception 
And I can’t describe when it snows. 
 

And one dinner time, 
When my brother (Year Nine), 
Revealed to me that years ago, 
The joys he’d once had, 
With my mum and my dad, 
Which all were concerning snow. 
 

He carried on talking  
And told me of walking 
To the highest hills in the town. 
It was there that he slid 
On his sledge with a kid, 
From the top and then all the way down. 
 

He continued with cheer 
To tell me how near 
They had to a week out of school. 
The gates remained bolted, 
Education was halted, 
“Snow fun” was their only rule. 



He told of delights 
Of long snowball fights, 
The snow-wars turned all their lips blue 
Their fingers all burned 
And oh, how I yearned 
To get hit on the head by one too. 
 

He showed me a snap 
Of a man in a cap. 
Not a real one, but one made of snow. 
It was really quite clear 
That I’ll never come near 
To building a snowman, I know. 
 

What makes it so sad 
Is I wanted so bad 
To have one day of fun in the snow 
Before I get older 
And winter feels colder 
But those days, I might never know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Summary 
Summarise what you have just read. You don’t 
need to write this answer down. 
 
WRITTEN TASK: COMPREHENSION 
Answer the questions (① to ⑦) in full sentences. 
 
CHALLENGE: What is the rhyme pattern in this 
poem?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


