
Geography – Week Beginning 9th November 
 
 
WALT: Know the human impact on China’s physical geography. 
 
Can you remember the knowledge we gained in our last lesson? Can you 
remember the different ways China’s regions are organised? (The answers 
on the last page to see if you were correct) 
 
What does physical geography mean?  

 

Physical geography refers to the natural features and landscape of a 

country. 

 

These are all different landscapes in China. 

 
 

 

The Yangtze River 

The Yangtze River is the longest river in Asia 

and the third longest in the world, at 

6300km. It runs through ten provinces and 

the municipality of Shanghai. It's source is 

Tanggula Mountain in Tibet and its mouth is 

the East China sea. 



The Yangtze River flows through both urban and rural regions. 

  
The Yangtze River is used for many different purposes including growing 

rice and sightseeing. 

 
There are many scenic parts of the Yangtze River, including the Three 

Gorges. 

 
 

 

 

 



The Three Gorges Dam 

Recently, a dam has been 

built in the middle of the 

Three Gorges area of the 

river. 

  

What do you think the 

purpose of this structure 

is? 

 

The main reason that the Three 

Gorges Dam was built was to prevent 

flooding further down the river in 

Wuhan, Najing and Shanghai.  

The dam controls the amount of 

water allowed through. The water 

that the dam holds back has created 

an artificial lake called a reservoir. 

This area has become very popular 

with tourists. 

 

The Three Gorges Dam is also the world's 

largest hydroelectric power station. This is 

a renewable energy source, which is much 

cleaner than other power stations that use 

coal. It provides 2% of China's electrical 

power. 

 



However, some people argue that the dam 
has many disadvantages. 

It has changed the landscape of the area 
dramatically and many important 
historical and cultural sites have been 
submerged or destroyed. Nearly 2 million 
people had to move home due to the 
creation of the reservoir. 

 

 Now open the Task sheet for your activity based on this information. 

 

 

Answers 

The green regions are called provinces. 
There are 22 of these and the central 
government runs them. The four pink 
regions are called municipalities. These 
are important cities that are also run by 
the government. The five orange areas 
are called autonomous regions. They have 
their own governors and some control over 
how their region is run. The two blue dots 
are for the special autonomous regions. They have a lot of control over how 
the region is run.  

 

 
 
 
 


